
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 25 
Genesis 25:1-6 - Abraham Remarries

Genesis 25 opens up with a new chapter in the life of our hero Abraham.  A new wife (Keturah) and new kids too!  That being 
said, Isaac is Abraham’s number one son on every level.  To make this clear, the text says “Abraham gave all that he had to 
Isaac” (v. 5).  That doesn’t mean Abraham was unkind to his other sons (he gave gifts to them per v. 6)

Abraham’s second “wife” is probably similar to Hagar in the sense that they were “concubines”.  Especially since this was a 
cultural detail of their time, all of the understanding of this relationship is not clear.  Thankfully, the ESV Study Bible 
gives us some details:

“Concubines” probably refers to Hagar and Keturah, who both bore Abraham children, although neither woman shares the 
status of Sarah,+ Abraham’s first wife. The term “concubine” (Hb. pilegesh) may give the impression that no formal 
relationship existed between Abraham and these women. Yet since their sons are publicly recognized as Abraham’s 
children, some type of formal relationship evidently existed. In Judg. 19:9, the father of a man’s concubine is designated 
as his “father-in-law,” suggesting that a form of marriage has taken place between the man and the woman. But the 
sons of Hagar and Keturah are clearly distinguished from Isaac (see also 1 Chron. 1:28–34).

Genesis 25:7-11 - Abraham Dies

Abraham is described as “an old man satisfied with life (v. 8).”  That’s quite the description.  We’ll look at the beauty of 
this more later.  Abraham died and is buried in the same place Sarah was, the place he had met with the LORD.  Ishmael, 
Abraham’s son through Hagar reappears for his father’s burial.

As the final verses of Abraham’s life are written there is a transition of the focus of Genesis on to Isaac.  “God blessed 
Isaac (v. 11)” is a common phrase we have seen spoken of Abraham, and now Isaac picks up the mantle of blessing and being 
blessed by the LORD.

Genesis 25:12-18 - The Family Of Ishmael, son of Abraham

“Before proceeding to recount in detail the events associated with Isaac's immediate family, a short section is devoted to 
naming the 12 sons of Ishmael, who became chieftains of tribes in Arabia. This information confirms that God's promise in 
17:20 was fulfilled.” (ESV Study Bible, Genesis 25:12-18)

Genesis 17:20 - "As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful and will 
multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


Genesis 25:19-21 - The Family Of Isaac, son of Abraham

In contrast to the quick listing of Ishmael’s family, the text doesn’t spend a lot of ink on Isaac’s story, simply because in 
our journey through Genesis, Isaac’s story is just getting started.  (And Genesis’ focus is on Isaac’s life, not Ishmael’s, 
because he is the heir of the Abrahamic promise.)  He has just gotten married to Rebekah (Genesis 24 told that story) and now, 
as a result of an answered prayer, Rebekah is pregnant.

It’s interesting that the text doesn’t spend a lot of time talking about Rebekah’ barrenness. That was a major focus of 
Abraham and Sarah’s story as they waited for the promised child and yet with Isaac and Rebekah, we get a quick verse (25:21) 
that mentions the fact that Rebekah was barren but within the same verse we learn that she’s not anymore because Isaac 
prayed.

Certainly this would have been difficult for this couple.  Certainly there would have been anxiety over what seemed to be the 
inability to become pregnant as the months and years passed. We know the stress this situation brought upon Abraham and 
Sarah’s life and yet all we get is a quick mention in regards to Rebekah.  

In fact, we will read in a moment (v. 26) that when Rebekah finally gives birth, Isaac is 60 years old! That confirms that 
they were unable to have children for 20 years! What does all of this mean?  Well, it would seem that the Scripture’s focus 
is not on the struggle to get pregnant (as it was with Abraham and Sarah), but on the child(ren) Rebekah will bear.

Genesis 25:22-23 - A Prophecy About The Children

During Rebekah’s pregnancy, the children inside of her had a lot of turmoil.  She wondered why and asked the LORD about it. 
The LORD sent a word that prophetically spoke to the struggle that the two children and their descendants after them would 
have. Here’s how the NLT translates this word:

Genesis 25:23 And the LORD told her, "The sons in your womb will become two nations. From the very beginning, the 
two nations will be rivals. One nation will be stronger than the other; and your older son will serve your younger 
son."

We’ll see as Genesis unfolds and the story of the two sons is told exactly how this played out.  But this was quite the first 
thing to know about your yet to be born children! (and you thought your kids had seasons of bickering and conflict!)

Genesis 25:24-28 - Esau and Jacob are born

At last the two sons are born.  Esau is the first born and he is red and very hairy.  The second is named Jacob and he came 
out of the womb literally holding his brother’s heel! (his name Jacob reflects this incident).

“The name “Jacob” (cf. ESV footnote) not only resembles the Hebrew term for “heel” (‘aqeb) but also has the 
connotation of “deceiver.” To grasp someone by the heel was apparently a figure of speech meaning “to deceive.” The 
motif of deception appears in a number of episodes associated with Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old. The twins are 
born 15 years before the death of Abraham, which is recorded in vv. 7–8. Occasionally in Genesis, for specific 
reasons, some events are narrated out of chronological order, as here.” (ESV Study Bible, Genesis 25:26)
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v. 28 - generational dysfunction unfolds - This seems like a simple statement that easy to overlook - but this is not a good 
thing to read.  The parents had “favorites”. This quick verse will actually become some of the foundation of the 
generational dysfunction that will begin to contaminate this family. Esau is a hunter and Jacob’s a peaceful man.  More on 
this to come.

Genesis 25:29-34 - An early and telling story of Esau and Jacob

Culturally this is a big deal.  To have a “birthright” means you have the favored heir status of your family.  It’s the rights 
that belong to the first born, in this case, belonging to first born Isaac. This story described a famished Esau so desperate 
for food that he confesses he “is about to die” (dramatic much there Esau?).  Jacob, who had already been foreshadowed as a 
little bit of a deceiver takes advantage of his desperate brother to trade a bowl of lentil stew for all of the rights and 
privileges of the first born son!

Clearly that status was not something that was important to Esau.  He’s willing to give it away all because he is hungry. 
Just as clear is that it was important to Jacob - he’s quick to ask for it when he sees the opportunity presents itself.  Esau, 
the skilled hunter who could have easily gotten and prepared himself something to eat, swears (a big and serious move in 
their culture) to give the birthright to Jacob and Jacob then scoops the lentils in a bowl for his big brother.

Esau clearly doesn’t care or realize the significance of being the first born grandson of Abraham!    And with this quickly 
moving incident between the brothers Esau and Jacob, things begin to shift, just as the prenatal prophecy foretold. 

There’s a lot to unpack about the life of Isaac and his two sons Esau and Jacob.  But as we end I want to look back at the life of 
Abraham. Though it seemed to come and go pretty quickly in the text, the death of Abraham is a very significant moment - not just 
historically, but theologically.  Abraham was the one God covenanted with as the first major step towards worldwide and humanity-
wide redemption.  He promises him blessing (rather than the curse upon humans after Adam and Eve sinned).  He promised him a multitude 
of descendants (returning to the great call that was on Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply).  And the LORD promised to give 
Abraham the land (which he had originally given to Adam and Eve to steward).  All that Adam and Eve lost, God begins to give back 
to Abraham, and ultimately all those who are of faith.  There’s a lot to celebrate and rejoice in as we read those points.

But at the same time, the context in which we are celebrating these great covenantal promises is as we read that Abraham has died. 
 He didn’t get the promises.  We know from other Scripture that Abraham was content to wait on God’s timing and believed that there 
was another day coming in the future where all that God had promised would come to past.  And so he lived in his “today” in light of 
his “tomorrow”.  This is really the model of living by faith and not by sight for all who followed Abraham.

And that brings us back to the final description of Abraham and his life in Genesis 25:8:

“Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, an old man and satisfied with life; and he was gathered to his 
people.”

Abraham, the one who was promised the promises but never received the promises in his lifetime still is described as living a good life 
(ESV) and dies “satisfied with life.”  We need to pay attention here.

Abraham lived a good and satisfying life that was not dependant on him getting everything he wanted in that life.  Let’s read that 
again:  “Abraham lived a good and satisfying life that was not dependant on him getting everything he wanted in that life.”
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That’s so important for all of us to grasp because far too often we are happy and satisfied and “good” with our lives (and God by 
extension) when we have right and good things in our life in line.  And yet, that’s not how life this side of glory works!  And so too 
many of us are not satisfied with our lives because the things we want aren’t falling into place.  Our satisfaction levels are too 
tied to things going well - and if and when anything doesn’t go well - we’re not satisfied anymore.  And God forbid something or 
someone is standing in the way of things going well - they then become the object of our displeasure and satisfaction.

But that’s not the way of Abraham.

Abraham lived a good and satisfying life and died feeling that way not because everything worked out and he got the things he 
wanted - it was good and satisfying because of his relationship with God.  That is what made his life good.  That is where he got his 
satisfaction.  He didn’t have kids until he was 100.  His wife could be a tough partner at times.  He didn’t live in the best part of 
town.  His extended family wasn’t grateful for his help.  He didn’t always get respect and honor from his neighbors.  He didn’t get the 
accolades he deserved when he went to work in various records.  He didn’t have a permanent home he could take pride in.  He didn’t 
achieve what others achieved.

But he walked with God.
And he was loved by God.

And he was pursued by God.
And he had a hope and a future 
that was guaranteed by God.

And so life was good and he was satisfied with his lot in life.  And then he died.  Without receiving the promises.  But God has 
something to say about this kind of life, and this kind of man:

Hebrews 11:13-16 - All these (including Abraham) died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and 
having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those 
who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had been thinking of 
that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.

Abraham will receive the promises.  In fact, in the great kingdom banquet that will inaugurate the age to come, he’s good a pretty 
good spot at the table (Matthew 8:11).  And so because of the day that was coming and the fact that he had a relationship with God 
in the present, Abraham lived a good and satisfying life that wasn’t dependant on his circumstances.

And people who live lives like this and who walk with God, and who accept that God is their treasure and reward and purpose for 
living - God Himself is “not ashamed to be called their God.”  In other words, these types of people are the people that God looks down 
from heaven today with pride in.  They are his people. When they say they are children of God, he smiles.  God's not ashamed to be 
called their God.  What. A. Statement. And God has something special prepared for them in the end.

So, which is more important to you?  Everything going well now?  Or an all satisfying relationship with God which leads to great 
reward then, and a God in heaven that is proud to say you walk with him?  

Choose this day which one you want to live for.
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